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LETTER FROM
THE RABBI

Midrash One Nation to Another by Rabbi Yael Vurgan

Yael said: All my days, I grieved over this verse:

And God said to her, two nations are in your belly, and two peoples will go their
separate ways from your bowels, and one people another will overpower, and the
elder will serve the younger. (Genesis 25, 23)

And I asked: How did Rebecca hear this harsh prophecy while Isaiah heard:

no nation will take up a sword against another (Isaiah 2,4)?

And Abraham had already said to Lot: Let there not be conflict between me and
you...for we are brethren. (Genesis 13, 8)

And if you will say ‘all brothers hate one another,” haven’t we found that in every
generation, after they hated, they came together and reconciled with one another?
Of the sons of Abraham, it is said: And they buried him, Isaac and Ishmael, his sons
(Genesis 25, 9)

And of the sons of Isaac, it is said: And Esau ran towards him and hugged him and
fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept (Genesis 33, 4).

And of the sons of Jacob, it is said: And now, be not sad, or angry with yourselves
over having sold me, because it was to preserve life that God sent me here before
you. (Genesis 45, 5)

Until there came a generation that hated no more. And who are these? Moses and
Aaron, of whom it is said: How good and pleasing it is when siblings dwell together
(Psalms 133. 1).

And I heard most of the people and the leaders saying: we will live by the sword
forever, and I grieved and wept even more, that they prefer that bad prophecy that
Rebecca heard over the good one.

Until a poem came into my hands:

"And I shall keep faith in the future,

Though the day be yet far away

Surely it will come - when nations

Will share blessing and peace." (Shaul Tchernikhovsky, “I Believe” Odessa, 1892)

I rejoiced a great joy that Tchernikhovsky had come and turned the first prophecy
upside down, and made it like the second, better one. And I too, chose to believe in
it, with all my heart and all my might.

And I would go about in the city and call out: The two nations can, they can, live on
this land in peace, share its blessings and be a blessing to one another!
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Blessings,

Rabbi Jonathan Klein




LETTER FROM
THE
PRESIDENT

Shalom Friends who are Family,

Spring, with all its blessings and holidays, is upon us. Passover reminds us
that all over the world, including here in the US, people yearn for freedom.
Our captors may be vicious like the Hammas terrorists still holding 59
Israelis in Gaza, or metaphorically the panopticons that control our daily
lives. Nature experiences rebirth and growth; may we also find growth,
freedom and strive to the light.

I recently returned from Ecuador and the Galapagos, where all days are 12
hours of light and 12 hours of night. Our globe is home to remarkable
phenomena, creatures, and humans. Experiencing joy and pain are integral
to humanity. While snorkeling and hiking with people to whom I found it

easy to connect, it was effortless to simply be happy. I was delighted to be in such a beautiful environment.
The place where I also frequently experience joy and connection is with you, our community. Greeting
friends on Friday nights, including on Zoom, at Sunday’s Religious School, or the occasional Shabbat
morning service, has been a reliable source of smiles and good energy. I truly hope that you will join us, in
person if possible, so you too can benefit from this quintessential human need of connection, sprinkled
with the delights of Torah and our traditions. These are the things that give life a spark of joy and
meanings.

A communal Shabbat dinner to celebrate Israel’s Independence Day will take place on Friday, May 2, co-
sponsored by the Jewish National Fund. We are very excited to have the opportunity to break bread
together and affirm our connection to the land of Israel. Please RSVP as soon as possible so we can
properly plan. All sorts of Shabbat treats are in store! Use this link to sign up:

Speaking of Israel, voting in the World Zionist Congress elections is taking place right now. Over a billion
dollars (!) of funding for the state of Israel will be distributed according to how Jews worldwide vote. Every
Jewish person over the age of 18 who resides in the diaspora and did not vote in Israeli elections is eligible
to vote. By voting “VOTE REFORM” (Slate #3), we direct moneys toward projects that reflect our values and
priorities within the land of Israel, including religious freedom and democratic ideals. There is a $5
administrative fee to support the voting process.

You can use this link to vote:
https://azm.castiron.votem.net/election/037548cb-4cbb-4a94-aa9a-8aef017d4ddf


https://azm.castiron.votem.net/election/037548cb-4cbb-4a94-aa9a-8aef017d4ddf

The annual Lag BaOmer picnic and congregational meeting will take place on May 18th. This has been a
fun, joyful event, an important opportunity to discuss our congregation’s plans for the future and vote for
the board of directors. Please plan to attend! Esther Brandon and the nominating committee are starting to
assemble the slate of candidates. If you have not been contacted and are interested in serving, please
contact her, rabbi, or myself.

Calendar of events and celebrations:

World Zionist Congress voting - Now through May 4

Passover - April 12 through the 20th

Counting of the Omer - Starts on Sunday, April 13th, through Shavuot, June 1st, at nightfall

Yom HaShoah - April 24th

Israeli Independence Day - May 1st, we will celebrate with a congregational dinner on Friday, May 2nd
Lag BaOmer - May 15th, we will celebrate Sunday May 18th

Bar Mitzvah of Asher Delijani - Saturday, May 31

Shavuot - Sunday, June 1st

There is always a reason for celebration,
N21'ON7 N2'0 T'NN v

Avital Anders
President, Temple Beth EL

Full moon over the equator I can find our people anywhere!



Memorials/Yahrzeits

» llene Schechter: In memory of Jeanne Moore and Craig Thompson

e Brent Eastep: In memory of Hy Davis

e llene Schechter: In memory of Hannah Somkin

e Nancy and Arthur McCombs: In memory of Linnie Pearl McCombs

e Anthony and Courtney Vengarick: Memorial plaque for Brucha "Birdie" Leah
Vengarick

Religious School Donation

» llene Schechter: in honor of Mark and Stacy Davis, renewal of
vows
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
e David Anaya and Celeste Caballero: Machatzit HaShekel
e Leonard and Carla Epstein

e Stacy and Mark Davis: Wedding of Sloan Kanter & Maverick Eason

Caring Committee
» |lene Schechter: Wedding of Heber & Emma Cruz Berber



A Passover Comic

by Asher Delijani
‘ |
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WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS 2025
US WZC elections will take place March 10 - May 4, 2025.

Between March 10 and May 4, 2025, American Jews can vote for their vision of the Jewish
people in Israel and around the world.

Make sure your point of view is represented in the next World Zionist Congress. By voting
you will be able to choose one of the many slates representing diverse political beliefs,
religious denominations and cultural traditions. The 152 delegates elected from the United
States will join hundreds from Israel and around the world at the 39th World Zionist
Congress in October 2025, the international “parliament of the Jewish people”, to make
decisions and set policies regarding key institutions that support global Jewish life and
which allocate over $1 billion annually to support Israel and world Jewry (including the
World Zionist Organization, Jewish National Fund and the Jewish Agency for Israel). With
more slates and candidates than ever before, American Jews have a rare opportunity to
make a direct impact on the future direction of Israel and diaspora affairs.

https://azm.castiron.votem.net/election/037548cb-4cbb-4a94-aa9a-8aef017d4ddf

VOTING IS
NOW OPEN!

Make your voice heard in the
World Zionist Congress Elections.

Vote Reform, #3 on the ballot now!

VOTE NOW

10


https://azm.castiron.votem.net/election/037548cb-4cbb-4a94-aa9a-8aef017d4ddf
https://click.email.rj.org/?qs=5b3e1754ca4c3e6f5689002516e7a809b8dd45003197f5da840e671e320570d135752a89a87e5abc74471c764a7a947bc6de62a019eb5baca0e0af70cab73b4e
https://azm.castiron.votem.net/election/037548cb-4cbb-4a94-aa9a-8aef017d4ddf
https://azm.castiron.votem.net/election/037548cb-4cbb-4a94-aa9a-8aef017d4ddf
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Laura Reyes
Ferdinand Aggenbach April 5
Eliana Reece Marcus April 5

Ellis Reichert

Jude Ruiz

Leora Freedman
Adam Rodriquez
Chelsea Zent-Coley
John Beam

Olivia Marcus

April 4

April 5
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 7
April 10
April 10

William & Terry Skinner
Joseph & Jennifer Marcus

Tom & Robin Feher

Reb Cantor Lisa & Andrew Levine
Rebecca & Joseph Ruiz

April 6

April 12
April 26
April 28
April 29

PN

Beth Spiegel

Cameron McConnell
Dorothy Rittenberg

Alpha Anders

Sidney Freedman

Abigail Martinez

Meir Levi Herndon
Alexander Yisrael Herndon
Hendrix Mawhirter

Marcy Smith

April 16
April 22
April 23
April 24
April 24
April 26
April 27
April 27
April 29
April 29

MY N9 O
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Services 1 o iEse 2 3 4 5
Adult Education 6 pm
Leadership Meetings 6:30-7:30 pm 7-8:30 pm First Friday 5-6 pm
Community Events (Zoom) Religious Jewish Life Shabbat Clgss on
Sister Hood Event Practices Cycle Class ' Ecclesiastes (by
ewish Holid Committee Fam|ly Zoom)
ewis oliaays .
Jewish Date Services
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
o Shabbat
Si;ts::g: @ 7:00 pm HaGadol
Ze000’s Pizzg | B02"d Meeting, in 7-8:30 pm 6 pm Erev Pesach - Eirst
PP person Jewish Life Chardonnay | Sedertonight
7-8:30 pm Cycle Class Shabbat
Jewish Life
Cycle Class
| 0 Count 2 Omer Count 3 Omer Count 4 o Count 5 (0] Count 6 (0] C 7 |
13 14 melgayofn 1 Day 2 16 Day 3 17 melgayozn 18 mel:r)ayogm 19 meDrayognt
Pesach - 9-9:30 am
S d Sed 7-8:30 pm
econd Seder e E'f Prayers of our 7-8:30 pm 7 pm 5-6 pm
e Sl BT 2y Jewish Life Shabbat cl
Omer Count 1 Cycle Class Zoom) : ass on
Cycle Class Services [Ecclesiastes (by
Zoom)

Omer Count 9
Day 8

7-8:30 pm
Jewish Life
Cycle Class

I2 OOmer Count 8 21

Day 7

Omer Count 11

Omer Count 10
22 Omercountio - fo 3 omer Cou
9-9:30 am Yom Hashoah
Prayers of our
siddur (by 7-8:30 pm
o) Jewish Life

Cycle Class

Omer Count 12
24 Day 11

25 Omegacyorznt 13
7pm
Shabbat
Unplugged

Omer Count 14
26 Day 13

5-6pm
Class on
Ecclesiastes (by
Zoom)
9:30 am
Shabbat
Morning Service

I27Omer(30unt15 28 Omer Count 16 29

Omer Count 17 Omer Count 18
Day 14 Day 15 Day 16 30 Day 17

1lyar

7-8:30 pm Rosh Chodesh 7'8:§0 pm

Temdd L 9-9:30 am Jewish Life

6:30 PM Cycle Class Prayers of our Cycle Class

Fesh Siddur (by

Zoom)

Chodesh
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Upcoming

UPCOMING

PASSOVER, FIRST NIGHT
PASSOVERENDS

YOM HASHOAH

NDAY, MAY 18

PICNIC AND GAMES A

13

IEETING AT 1:3

May 1
ISRAELI

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Events:

COtl'! entmg

Omer

Take a moment to pause,
reflect, and count. =

- ——  Join us on WhatsApp:

e

Passover |

MAY 31 @9:30 AM

We will celebrate with a congregational

Shabbat dinner on Friday, May 2" at 6 pm

RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/yx2wj9fu


https://chat.whatsapp.com/EJd49Esg4fF4Zk84pQASi7
https://tinyurl.com/yx2wj9fu

Sisterhood members continue to participate in many exciting and
interesting activities! All activities can be started at any time and
no prior attendance is needed.

GENERAL MEETING- Sunday, June 8th @ 3:00 pm via TBE Zoom (note no meeting for April &
May)

LEADERSHIP MEETING- Sunday, June 8th @ 2:30 pm via TBE Zoom (note no meeting for April
& May)

BOOK CLUB- Sunday, April 6th at 1pm via TBE Zoom with the author!!

The current book is The Goldie Standard by Simi Monheit.

Rosh Chodesh- Sunday, April 27th @ 6:30 pm via TBE Zoom.

COOKING CLASS- None

SISTERHOOD DUES ARE NOW DUE! $18 FOR THE WHOLE YEAR! You can pay online at the
TBE website or send a check made out to WOTBE with sisterhood on the envelope!!

Please consider joining some great women! We are now on Facebook. If you would like an invite
to join our group please let one of the leadership team know!

All Sisterhood activities are via TBE Zoom and in person, as noted.

If you have any questions please feel free to email me, Helen Armistead- Co-Vice
President/Secretary; armisteadlmft@gmail.com

We are enjoying our current
read, The Goldie Standard.
We will meet on Sunday, April
6th at 6:30 pm (via TBE Zoom)
with the author. Yes, the
author, Simi Monheit will join
our book discussion via Zoom
to discuss her funny novel.

14


mailto:armisteadlmft@gmail.com

CELEBRATION
WEAR

Temple Beth El is always ready to
celebrate! You can now show
everyone that you are ready to
celebrate with us and help support
TBE at the same time! We have t-
shirts for the hot summer weather
and sweatshirts for the cooler winter
weather!

Please go to the TBE website to order
yours today! We have both youth and
adult sizing!!

If you would like to order by check
please call or email Helen Armistead
so she can help you!

She can be reached at 661.472-1758
or_armisteadlmft@gmail.com

TNNn v
'O
""N2'on7
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YAHRZEIT il s0cs

+Memorialized on the Yahrzeit plaques on the wall in the foyer

MARCH 28 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

Anne Caplan: mother of Diane Rogers March 28; Adar 28
+Minnie Meyers: remembered by TBE March 28
+Emile Stein: remembered by TBE March 29

Hyman Hoffman: grandfather of Steven Magnus; great-grandfather of Elliott March 30
Magnus

Bruce Pagni: friend of Peggie Soltis March 30

Milton Shilkrout: uncle of Judy Strauss March 30; Nissan 1
+Harry Gilfenbain: remembered by TBE March 30
+Hyman Hoffman: remembered by TBE March 30
Rudolph Cohn: father of Ethel Cohn Katz March 31
Florence Burstein Goldy: mother of Lynne Joseph March 31

+H. Oscar Drasin: remembered by TBE March 31

+Heidi Rozanne Mailman: remembered by TBE March 31

+Anna Solin Shewach: remembered by TBE March 31; 9 Nisan
David Kosakowski: husband of Dorise Bitton April 1, Nissan 3
lone Lollar: mother of Laura Wolfe April 1

+Marvin David Teplitz: brother-in-law of Mary Speare April 1

+Albert Klakoff: remembered by TBE April 1

Craig Backer: friend of Shyanne Southern April 2

Esther Bernstein: mother of Stacy Davis April 2

Pierre Laborde: father of Fanny Jacobs April 2

Abraham Levey: great-grandfather of Irvin Pike April 2

+Sam Rudnick: brother of Phil Rudnick and Miriam Stull; uncle of Daniel Rudnigkril 2
Libbie Mahan, & Joshua Rudnick

Tommy Uhacz: son-in-law of Muriel Vekas 7"1 April 2
Susan Ferguson: wife of Stan Ferguson April 3
Virginia Ferguson: mother of Stan Ferguson April 3

16



Etta Flanders: grandmother of Nancy Brennan; great-grandmother of Rebecca April 4

Roldan

Emily Lepp: great aunt of Laura Lauria; great-great-aunt of Amanda Garza
+Phil Levey: grandfather of Irvin Pike

+Freda Singer: mother of Sylvia Neal '7"1

Abraham Popel: grandfather of Marty Weinberg and Susie Simrin

+Betty Sue Carlin: remembered by TBE

APRIL 11 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

Ron Deem: son-in-law of Stan & Norma Schwartz
Harry Nadler: father of Jack Bloch '7"1

Sarah Rosenfeld: grandmother of Andrew Levine
Tim Arnold: brother of Kathleen Arnold-Chambers
Phyllis Swinney: mother of Nancy McCombs
+Sarah Brown: remembered by TBE

Mary Louise Benner: mother of Patricia Young
Eva Blumer: mother of Vivian Gonzales

Sheldon Freedman: husband of Beth Freedman; father of Michael Freedman
+Mina Weimer: remembered by TBE

+Gietel Stern: remembered by TBE

+Rose S. Cohn: remembered by TBE

Louis Caplan: father of Diane Rogers

+Charles Resnick: remembered by TBE

Doug Halpern: grandfather of Sarah Mawhirter
Greta Oppenheimer: mother of Judy Feldman

April 4, Nissan 6
April 4
April 8
April 9
April 9

April 11

April 11

April 11

April 12

April 12

April 12

April 13

April 13

April 13

April 13

April 13; 13 Nisan
April 14

April 15

April 16

April 17

April 17, Nissan 19

17



APRIL 18 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

Kenneth Harman: cousin of Daniel Rudnick, Josh Rudnick, and Libbie Mahan; April 18
nephew of Miriam Stull

+Louis Hoffman: remembered by TBE April 18; lyar 1
+Diane Polland Carrete: sister of Laura Lauria; aunt of Amanda Garza April 19

Marie Schulman: grandmother of Marc Schulman April 19, Nissan 21
Alvin Polland: uncle of Laura Lauria; great uncle of Amanda Garza April 20, Nissan 22
+Mollie Black: remembered by TBE April 19
+Robert Levine: remembered by TBE April 21

Sharon Lipco: sister of Lisa Levine April 22

Mollie Schwalbendorf: grandmother of Larry Fish April 22

+Lillian Soren: remembered by TBE April 22

Haya Sura Shnaiderman: sister of Etel Lewis April 23

Christy Trunec : step daughter of Peggie Soltis April 23
+Sharon Faye Lipco: remembered by TBE April 23

+Ina Claire Taylor: remembered by TBE April 23

David Bitton: father of Dorise Bitton April 24, Nissan 26
Andrew Davis: son of Diane & Andy Andrews; brother of Becka Ruiz April 24

+Ricka Frank: remembered by TBE April 24

Max Rockoff: father of Art Rockoff ‘7"1 April 25, Nissan 27
Jewish Community of Sambor, Poland: remembered by TBE April 25, Nissan 27
Norma Schwartz: mother of Jeff Schwartz April 25

Ethel Gintzler: great-aunt of Laura Lauria April 27, Nissan 29
+Morris Berman: remembered by TBE April 27

Martha Ann Ohe: mother of Marianne Gartenlaub April 28

+Samuel Taylor: remembered by TBE April 28

Ruben Kay: father of Selwyn Kay April 29, lyar 1
+Fanny Gordon: remembered by TBE April 29

+Richard D. Loewenberg M.D.: remembered by TBE April 29

Paul Blatt: son of Rose Blatt; brother of Barbara Kessler; uncle of David Kessler April 30, lyar 2
Mark Burgess: brother-in-law of Peggie Soltis April 30

+Albert Abram Kaplan: father of Marsha Parr April 30

+Bertha Krasnow: remembered by TBE April 30

Violet Kessler: grandmother of David Kessler; mother of Martin Kessler April 1, lyar 3
Denise Turner: wife of Dugan Turner '7"1 April 1
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SANE

Retirement Sale Continues!
Globe Loan Jewelry Co is
saying "goodbye" after 60
years.

Sale! Sale! Sale!
On Everything: Jewelry,

Musical Instruments,
Tools & Stuff

Steve & Gail
1130 19th St, Bakersfield, CA 93301
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. WELCOME TO BRIGHT BEGINNIN&S LEARNING CENTER
=

& 9

/ We are a safe, respectful, and loving State Licensed
Preschool with qualified staff offering the followingx,

? CCC accepted W
Preschool Program, 2-5 .

All meals included
« School age program, 5-12

Play-based program ‘\.
« Full-time and Part-time care

Online distance Iecrnlgg f.(!'r

- Sibling discounts school-age children ."Il.,

)

@)

Safutlﬁns M ust for You

Adam Rodriquez

P.O. Box 10226 e : Owner / Operator
Atompest@sbeglobatRet (661) 979-2739
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Offering A Wide Variety Of

LET US HELP YOU A

Insurance Services Including: PROTECT YOUR LEGACY ,5yiior

" JEFF SCHWARTZ

-Individual & Group
: - FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Disability Insurance
( 661-861-9791

-Individual & Group
: Q@ 5401 Business Park South Suite 223
Medical Insurance

-Individual & Group X jeffschwartz@kern-advisors.com

; www.kern-advisors.com
Medicare Supplements ®

Business Insurance

Retirement Planning
-Individual & Group

“I help people have guaranteed income

after retirement so their lifestyles are in

a better position to remain the same or
better than when they were working.”

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OS5]: 2875 Michelle Dr. Ste 110, Irvine, CA 92606, 909-399-1100.
Securities products and advisory ser offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Pacific Advisors is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS. This firm
is an agency of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Insurance products offered through One Pacific
Financial & Insurance Solutions LLC, DBA of Pacific Advisors LLC. Pacific Advisors LLC is not registered in any state or with the U.5. Securities and
Exchange Commission as a Registered Investment Advisor. CA Insurance License Number - 0647683, Niether Guardian nor its subsidiaries issue
health insurance, 2024-178630 Exp 7/26

FILUE STAD IMI

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

VISA

i\

MaslerCard

661-345-1125

Bakersheld, California
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