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LETTER FROM
THE RABBI

A “Thank You,” and Coffee, Anyone?
Rabbi Jonathan Klein

Dear Heilige (Yiddish for “holy”) Sisters and Brothers of Temple Beth El,

First, I want to extend a special thank you to Avital Anders, our fearless leader for the past
two years. Under her watch, we have seen tremendous programmatic growth and
solidification of our programs. From the “Third Annual Lag B'Omer Picnic” held this May,

to a well functioning Pastrami King at the Kern County Fair, to a well-oiled machine for our
religious school with three classes in the first time in years, and even to adding her very
own moniker and imprimatur upon us—n2A'ON7 N2'0 T'NN V', “There is Always a Reason K
for Celebration!”—Avitali (“my Avital” as I like to refer to her!) has been an outstanding Eﬂ.‘;" G
partner in making Temple Beth El flourish. I will miss her unbridled generosity, ubiquitous
presence, and willingness to do whatever it takes to ensure that Jewish life is dynamic,
multifaceted, and enriching our community’s lives. Rav Todot, Avital! Many Thanks!

Of course, we couldn’t be more fortunate than to FINALLY, after a lifetime of serving the

congregation, Irvin Pike is finally taking the reins from Avital to become our newest President! Decades of
unassuming leadership, in every crevice of Temple Beth El’s existence, makes Irvin more than qualified to shepherd
us into 5786 and into a new year of possibilities. As every person likely knows, Irvin has done everything for TBE over
the past multiple decades, including changing air conditioning filters, purchasing new mics for our sound system and
rearranging the setup, constructing and deconstructing our annual courtyard Sukkah, chairing the Religious
Practices Committee, serving as Financial Secretary, overseeing major work on our facility, arranging for security
prior to Shabbat services, and countless (really!) little miracles unknown to anyone. And personally, I'm grateful for
the ongoing flow of fruits that have made their way into my belly from this mensch of a man! A special shout out to
Pamela Elisheva who, besides being Irvin’s wife, is also committed to taking over the role of Religious Practices so
that we can benefit from Irvin’s undying love for Temple Beth El. Mazel Tov, Irvin, for taking on this mantle of
leadership!

It's summertime; I am excited to spend additional time in Bakersfield, due to the generosity of Esther and Rogers
Brandon, who while being on Martha's Vineyard during these months, have opened up what they call the menachem
begin suite in their home for me to stay. This will make my work in Bakersfield stronger, and I want to leverage this
into opportunities to build relationships with all of you. In particular, during the month of June, I would like to see
you! Coffee on me, or lunch or dinner! Please let me know if you would like to meet with your rabbi! In particular,
there are many who I don't see on Friday nights and who are nevertheless deeply committed to Jewish life in Kern
County. I will come meet you wherever you are. Just let me know and we will arrange a time to get together.

The future of temple Bethel is bright, standing on the shoulders of giants. I look forward to seeing you soon!
Chazak ve’Ematz, Be Strong and Take Courage,

Rabbi Klein



LETTER FROM
THE
PRESIDENT

Shalom Friends who are Family,

This is my final address to you as president. It has been a short 2 years packed with joy
and pain. Most notably, we marked more than 600 days since the fateful date of
October 7, 2023. AS this war drags on, our hostages’ sufferings are unimaginable, the
Palestinian people, both in Gaza and the West Bank, are suffering, our soldiers are
making tremendous sacrifices and the world’s antisemitism has roared back. We,
Jewish individuals, wrestle internally and publicly with the realities of violence, with
the ideals of justice and morality. How do we show up? Where do we invest our
energy to make the world a better place?

Being part of the Beth El family has given me strength and joy. Participating and contributing to events and the well-
being of our community has supported me as I navigate my own personal path. It is tempting to list achievements
and revisit successful events. I would rather just express my deep gratitude to you, who walk with me along this
path. I have been uplifted by the smiles, the hugs, the teamwork to make things happen, the robust debates about
issues that matter to us. Leadership changes provide us with the opportunity for new energy. I am looking forward
to supporting our new board, president Irvin Pike, and Rabbi Jonathan Klein. Together, we continue the mitzvah of
bringing Torah to the San Joaquin Valley. S PR \\ =% |

I stand by my slogan -
There is always a reason for celebration,
N21'ON7 N2'0 NN Y

Avital Anders
President, Temple Beth EL
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Our Contributors:

Memorials/Yahrzeits
e Robert and Marcy Smith: in memory of Leonard H. Smith
e Ronald and Laura Lauria: in memory of Tyler Anthony Mince
e David Anaya and Celeste Caballero: in memory of Victor Anaya & Genaro
Sarmiento
e Brent Eastep: in memory of Hy and Pearl Davis

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
e Leonard and Carla Epstein: wedding of Matthew Epstein and Katrina Hall

e Sylvia Klein: wedding of Kathleen Chambers & Chuck Butler

Caring Committee
» Ilene Schechter: wedding of David & Missy Valdez

* |llene Schechter: wedding of Matthew Epstein and Katrina Hall

Tree of Life
In honor of the B'Nai Mitzvot of Asher Delijani & Isla Friedman:

o David Anaya and Celeste Caballero
o Etel Lewis

o Sylvia Klein

o Andy and Ella Abrams

Contribute Online: https:templebethelbakersfield.org/donation
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Moments in our Lives

Miriam and John Beam

Jay and Marsha Greenstein
Rod and Jeanette Delijani
Charles and Sharon Rhodes

Bob and Heidi Allison
David and Terri Stanton

H ) 1

Catherine Mahan
Jennifer Marcus
Raul Escobedo
Philip Rudnick
Lyle Gartenlaub

June 05
June 05
June 06
June 06
June 07

Richard Schenkmanjune 10

Rogers Brandon
Steven Magnus
Jeffrey Schwartz
David Anaya
Judy Feldman

June 11
June 1l
June 13
June 15
June 15

June 07
June 08
June 15
June 13
June 13
June 30

Etel Lewis

Elijah David Delijani
Mary Helen Barro
Gail Magnus
Linda Porter
Jennifer Skinner
Lola Baron

Larry Fish

Selah McCay
Terri Stanton
Carter Friedman

June 15
June 16
June 17
June 17
June 18
June 20
June 27
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 29
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Are You Going to Walk or Run?
The Hanukkah 8 Krazy Kilometers or 2K Latke Loop

Our race has all of your favorites:

In-Person Event Includes: Virtual Event Includes:

o Long-Sleeved Race Shirt
o Participation Medal

o Swag Bag
@)

Raffle Prizes

o

Long-Sleeved Race Shirt -
mailed

Able to submit race Picture

o Participation Medal - mailed

Chip Timing for 8k o Swag Bag - mailed
Participants o Team Discounts

o Award for the Fastest 8K o Raffle Prizes
Finishers (1st-3rd in each age o Printable Custom Race Bib
group) o Printable Certificate of

o Team Discounts Completion

o Prize for the Biggest Team o Able to Post Times on Run

o Festive Photo Opportunities Sign Up

©)

o

Race Day Refreshments and
Entertainment

to be included on our
website and social media

Register now for early bird registration at:
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/Bakersfield/8krazykilometers

For more information about the race visit our website at 8krazykilometers.org or visit
our Facebook page or our Instagram page
Please follow our TikTok page TBE Krazy 8k

The Hanukkah 8 Krazy Kilometers committee is also looking for sponsors, raffle prize
donations, and volunteers. If you are interested in helping, please contact Stacy Davis
by phone at 661-319-4069 or by email at 8krazykilometers@gmail.com



Sivan
Tammuz
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Sun | Mon=§ Tues | Wed |Thurs| Fri
] OmerDay49 Q2 Shavout 3  Shavout 4 5 7
5Sivan
6 pm
9:30 am . .
First Frida
Shavuot Shabb ty
study a ) a 5-6 pm
6:30 pm followed by 6:30 - 7:30 pm Family Class on
Shavuot Potluck & . 7 ) Religious . .
Book of Ruth 11:30 am (Zoom) Religiou Services Ecclesiastes
9 pm lunch Practices (by Zoom)
Zoom Study Committee
g10:00am g 0 11 12 13 14
Geniza with
Cong B’Nai 9-9:30 am
Jacob Prayers of our 6 pm
2:30 pm Siddur (by Chardonnay §h30b;nl
S.H.G Zoom abba
M o ) Shabbat Morning Service
eeting 7:00 pm -
3:00 pm Board Meeting W Cong B'nai
S.H. Leader Jacob
. Meetin
15 16 17 8 19 20 21
9-9:30 am
Prayers of our 7pm
Siddur (by Shabbat 5-6pm
Zoom) Services Class on
Ecclesiastes (by
Zoom)
Father’s Day
5> 23 24 5 26 27 28
. 1 Tammuz
6:30 pm 9-9:30 am Rosh Chodesh
Prayers of our
HEES siddur (by 7pm 5-6pm
Chodesh, via o) I_earning Class on
zoom Shabbat Ecclesiastes (by
Zoom)
29 30 Services
~-0O- Adult Education
1:00 pm 9-9:30 ?m Leadership Meetings
Book Club Prayers orour Community Events
Siddur (by Sister Hood Event
Zoom)
Jewish Holidays
Jewish Date 8




Upcoming Events:

Congregation
9 rnac Y

Invites you to join us
for this ancient tradition

BURIAL OF

Manuscripts &
Sacred Text

The service will be held on
June 8, 2025, at 10:00 AM.

HOME OF PEACE JEWISH CEMETERY

730 Potomac Avenue
Baokersfield, CA

——ﬂ:‘j. = OE—

Daivrg Fotluck
EREV SHAVUOT

Sunday, June 1 at 6:30 PM
followed the Book of Ruth

9:00 pm
Women Zoom Study, sponsored by the Women of TBE



Sisterhood members continue to participate in many exciting and
interesting activities! All activities can be started at any time and
no prior attendance is needed.

GENERAL MEETING- Sunday, June 8th @ 3:00 pm via TBE Zoom (note no meeting in May)
LEADERSHIP MEETING- Sunday, June 8th @ 2:30 pm via TBE Zoom (note no meeting in May)
BOOK CLUB- Sunday, June 29" @ 1 pm. We will review Unorthodox Love by Heidi Shertok with
the author!

Rosh Chodesh- Sunday, June 22nd @ 6:30 pm via TBE Zoom.

COOKING CLASS- None

SISTERHOOD DUES ARE NOW DUE! $18 FOR THE WHOLE YEAR!! You can pay online at the
TBE website or send a check made out to WOTBE with sisterhood on the envelope!!

Please consider joining some great women! We are now on Facebook. If you would like an invite
to join our group please let one of the leadership team know!

All Sisterhood activities are via TBE Zoom and in person, as noted.

If you have any questions please feel free to email me, Helen Armistead- Co-Vice
President/Secretary; armisteadlmft@gmail.com

We will be reading
Unorthodox Love by Heidi
Shertok. We will meet one
June 29" at 1:00 pm over

Zoom to discuss this
unapologetically Jewish,
romance novel with the
author!

HEIDI SHERTOK

10



CELEBRATION
WEAR

Temple Beth El is always ready to
celebrate! You can now show
everyone that you are ready to
celebrate with us and help support
TBE at the same time! We have t-
shirts for the hot summer weather
and sweatshirts for the cooler winter
weather!

Please go to the TBE website to order
yours today! We have both youth and
adult sizing!!

If you would like to order by check
please call or email Helen Armistead
so she can help you!

She can be reached at 661.472-1758
or_armisteadlmft@gmail.com
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YAHRZEITS,

+Memorialized on the Yahrzeit plaques on the wall in the foyer

JUNE 6 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

+Guy Parr: husband of Marsha Parr June 6

+Muriel Vekas: aunt of Irvin Pike and Anthony Vengarick June 6

Debra Vice: sister of Marc Schulman June 8

Katrina Anne Ruiz: niece of Libbie Mahan June 8

+Samuel Browl: remembered by TBE June 8

Julius Bard: grandfather of Marc Schulman June 10, Sivan 14
Leah Schenkman: mother of Richard Schenkman June 10

+Joan Fromm: remembered by TBE June 10

Tyler Anthony Mince: nephew of Laura Lauria, cousin of Amanda Garza June 11

+Harry A. Davis: remembered by TBE June 11
+Pauline Kamine: remembered by TBE June 11

Etta Goldman: aunt of Marsha Parr June 12

+Goldie Bernstien: remembered by TBE June 12

+Faige Stein: remembered by TBE June 12, Sivan 13

JUNE 13 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

Helene Davis: mother of Carla Epstein June 13
Dianne Barrath: mother of Debra Barrath June 13
Al Abrams: father of Andy Abrams June 13
+Robert Luis Atencio: remembered by TBE June 14
Miriam Buck: grandmother of Beth Spiegel June 16
Tsolik Lekht: brother of Etel Lewis June 17
Kathryn White: mother of Doug White June 17
+Wendy Wayne: remembered by TBE June 17
Jacob Schneider: grandfather of Jeff Schwartz & Helen Armistead June 18, Sivan 22
Kendall R. Peterson: father of Ann Peterson-Saslaw z'l June 19

+Lewis Vengarick: remembered by Irvin Pike June 19



JUNE 20 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

Bobby Klein: brother of Rabbi Jonathan Klein and Sylvia Klein June 20, Sivan 29
Alton Swinney: father of Nancy McCombs June 22
Jonas Hakimi: father of Ahron Hakimi June 23
+Irene Broida: grandmother of Greg Broida June 23
Irene Christenson: mother of Jana Reichert and Bailey Christenson June 24
JUNE 27 SHABBAT SERVICES YAHRZEITS

+Henry Solomon: uncle of Greg Broida June 27
+Rebecca Sophie Rudnick: remembered by TBE June 28
Sylvia Kohan: friend of Russinsky family June 29
+Barnett Henry Magnus: remembered by TBE June 29
William Palmer: father of Deborah Rosenthal June 30
Elias Cohen: remembered by TBE June 30
Bert Everett Davis: father of Mark Davis Junel
Edna Solomon: grandmother of Greg Broida Junel
+Socorro Gonzalez: mother of Rose Broida June 2
+Beulah Z. Davis: remembered by TBE July 2
+Zelda R. Liberman: remembered by TBE July 2
+Robert Pike: father of Irvin Pike June 3
+Maurice A. Marcus: remembered by TBE July 3
+Phil Rositzky: remembered by TBE July 3

+Annabelle Levy Greenberg: remembered by TBE July 3; Tamuz 6



SANE

Closing Sale!
Globe Loan Jewelry Co is
saying "goodbye" after 60
years.

Sale! Sale! Sale!
On Everything: Jewelry,

Musical Instruments,
Tools & Stuff

Steve & Gail
1130 19th St, Bakersfield, CA 93301
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. WELCOME TO BRIGHT BEGINNIN&S LEARNING CENTER
=

& 9

/ We are a safe, respectful, and loving State Licensed
Preschool with qualified staff offering the followingx,

? CCC accepted W
Preschool Program, 2-5 .

All meals included
« School age program, 5-12

Play-based program ‘\.
« Full-time and Part-time care

Online distance Iecrnlgg f.(!'r

- Sibling discounts school-age children ."Il.,

)

@)

Safutlﬁns M ust for You

Adam Rodriquez

P.O. Box 10226 e : Owner / Operator
Atompest@sbeglobatRet (661) 979-2739

15
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Offering A Wide Variety Of

LET US HELP YOU A

Insurance Services Including: PROTECT YOUR LEGACY ,5yiior

" JEFF SCHWARTZ

-Individual & Group
: - FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Disability Insurance
( 661-861-9791

-Individual & Group
: Q@ 5401 Business Park South Suite 223
Medical Insurance

-Individual & Group X jeffschwartz@kern-advisors.com

; www.kern-advisors.com
Medicare Supplements ®

Business Insurance

Retirement Planning
-Individual & Group

“I help people have guaranteed income

after retirement so their lifestyles are in

a better position to remain the same or
better than when they were working.”

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS). OS5]: 2875 Michelle Dr. Ste 110, Irvine, CA 92606, 909-399-1100.
Securities products and advisory ser offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC. Pacific Advisors is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS. This firm
is an agency of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Insurance products offered through One Pacific
Financial & Insurance Solutions LLC, DBA of Pacific Advisors LLC. Pacific Advisors LLC is not registered in any state or with the U.5. Securities and
Exchange Commission as a Registered Investment Advisor. CA Insurance License Number - 0647683, Niether Guardian nor its subsidiaries issue
health insurance, 2024-178630 Exp 7/26

FILUE STAD IMI

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

VISA

i\

MaslerCard

661-345-1125

Bakersheld, California




Our monthly Shofar is published by:
TEMPLE BETH EL
2906 Loma Linda Drive Bakersfield, CA 93305
(661) 322-7607 Office
www.templebethelbakersfield.org
Rabbi Jonathan Klein_tberabbiklein@gmail.com (424) 248-5775
Freyda Hensley, Office Administrator

Board Officers Trustees Sisterhood Representative--
President---Avital Anders Barry Goldner Rabbi Wynne Waugaman

Vice President-- Joshua Rudnick Irwin Harris

Parliamentarian---Larry Saslaw Sarah Mawhirter Mensch Club Representative--
Corresponding Secretary---llene Schecter Joshua Rudnick Elliot Magnus

Recording Secretary---Len Epstein Steve Magnus

Financial Secretary---Irvin Pike Susie Simrin

Treasurer---Andy Abrams Esther Brandon

Lyle Gartenlaub

TEMPLE BETH EL
2906 Loma Linda Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93305

Temple Beth EL

Bakersfield, California



